
 
January 6, 2018 

Howard University 
Washington, DC  
 
Re: Reference for Dr. Shameka Johnson Stanford 
 
To Whom This May Concern: 
 
It is with great pride that I write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Dr. Shameka 
Stanford who is an excellent candidate for Tenure at Howard University.  
 
As a former student at Howard University, who minored in Speech Language Pathology 
(SLP) I had the esteemed privilege of having, (formerly known), Dr. Stanford as a 
professor for Language Development during the fall of 2014. During that time, Dr. 
Stanford was a new faculty member in the department and preparing to conduct her first 
Clinical Travel Abroad trip with the graduate students. She was an advisor to both 
Undergraduate and Graduate students, writing grants to provide research opportunities to 
the students, and being a ear of support and encouragement for the students, including 
me.  
 
With this exhaustive list of commitments and memberships, one would think Dr. Stanford 
schedule was unable to handle anymore. Yet, despite her heavy load Dr. Stanford was not 
only present every class but she also extended office hours when needed. Her outgoing, 
engaging, and energetic personality allowed her to understand the needs of her students, 
which was shown during her lessons. I always admired her impressive work ethic and 
ability to connect to each student, rather it be a master or an undergraduate student.  
 
Prior to my enrollment in Dr. Stanford’s Language Development course, I had very little 
knowledge in regards to SLP. In saying so, Dr. Stanford’s class served as not only my 
introductory to the field, but my determining factor for my minor. Needless to say, I not 
only declared my minor in SLP but I am currently at Dr. Stanford’s alma mater, North 
Carolina Central University, pursuing a Master’s Degree in Communication of Science 
Disorder (COSD).  
 
What is not shown in her resume is her talent as an informal leader. As Dr. Johnson’s 
mentee, I owe much of my success within the SLP field to her. I have been able to take in 
her substantial knowledge of COSD inside the classroom as well as outside of the 
classroom. Dr. Stanford played a key role in helping me find my true passion and 
continues to play a role in my life. I must say that everyone needs a role model like Dr. 
Stanford.  
 
Any recognition of her talents and hard work are always humbly regarded. She has 
certainly made an impact on many students and certainly on the Howard University 
COSD department with her strong research, analytical, organizational, and administrative 



skills. Not only is she civic minded, she is an intelligent leader. She has the leadership, 
drive, integrity and citizenship that will not go unnoticed in the world.  
 
In conclusion, I wish to re-iterate that, in spirit and dedication to Howard University, Dr. 
Shameka Johnson Stanford represents the finest Howard can offer. If you require further 
information, do not hesitate to contact me at: Montgomery_brandi95@yahoo.com or 
(803) 629-0637.  
 
Brandi Montgomery  
North Carolina Central University  
M.S. Candidate, Class of 2019  
 
 



 

 

To whom it may concern, 
 
 During my time at Howard University I can without a doubt say that my time spent 
with Dr. Johnson was the most formative.  I continually refer back to specific experiences 
with her during my externships and reference skills learned in the area of AAC almost daily. 
 I was lucky enough to have Dr. Johnson as my supervisor two times and professor 
twice as well.  She continually challenged me by making sure I was able to solve any 
problem that came my way, because she instilled in me that even when I felt I wasn’t sure I 
could figure it out.  Everyday I encounter situations where I must be confident about my 
choices and Dr. Johnson helped prepare me for this.  With that said, Dr. Johnson was always 
available for all questions or concerns as well.  I was constantly in her office with not only 
academic questions but questions about life decisions in choosing my future SLP setting 
and the process of the next steps.  She was willing to go above and beyond to assist me no 
matter what the issue was. I felt I had true support from her. 
 As a professor Dr. Johnson cultivated an environment that allowed for hands on 
learning experiences in and out of the classroom.  This provided her students with a more 
realistic view of the professional life that was quickly approaching.   Currently, I was the 
only person in my clinic to know how to program multiple types of AAC devices, which is 
an experience I owe entirely to Dr. Johnson.  Dr. Johnson is a superb professor, mentor, and 
supervisor and I could not imagine my Graduate experience without her.   
THANK YOU DR. JOHNSON! 
 
Alexandra Scott 
Graduate Class of 2017 



To Whom It May Concern, 

 

This recommendation letter is in support of Dr. Stanford (formally Johnson) with regards to a 

tenured position as Associate Professor.  Dr. Stanford was the most influential professor 

throughout my graduate experience.  She mentored me in research, guides me during my 

employment search, and was an excellent professor for 3 of my graduate courses. 

 

I first met Dr. Stanford while completing my pre-requisite courses as part of the three-year 

program in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders.  Dr. Stanford not only 

led engaging discussions and interactive lectures during her Language Acquisition course, but 

she related the topics at hand to her past and ongoing research.  She encouraged students to 

get involved in research early, so I felt comfortable approaching her to inquire about 

opportunities.  Dr. Stanford teased out, and helped me develop my ideas.  She guided, 

supported, and coached me through the entire research process and in the end, I presented the 

research (along with four other of Dr. Stanford’s mentees) at the National Black Association for 

Speech-Language and Hearing (NBASLH) 2017 Convention.  I cannot emphasize enough how 

encouraging Dr. Sanford is.  She pushed me beyond what I thought I could do, helped me 

tackle tasks that intimidated me, and introduced me to the world of research.   

 

In my experience at Howard, I saw Dr. Stanford advocate for the student body and give 

constructive criticism when we needed to improve.  Dr. Stanford fights for her students to 

receive the best possible education.  She went above and beyond in her classes to provide 

hands-on experiences, such as instruction on care, cleaning and handling for trach tubes at a 

lab in the medical school for her Early Intervention class and incorporating virtual clients into her 

School-Age Language class.  Dr. Stanford volunteered herself as a clinical supervisor and 

spearheaded the study abroad programs in the Bahamas.  Dr. Stanford stands out as an 

example of what a graduate professor should be. 

 

I am confident that Dr. Stanford will be an excellent Associate Professor.  She has 

demonstrated overwhelming commitment to her students and the Department of 

Communication Sciences and Disorders as a whole.  She brings a wealth of knowledge from 

her work as a researcher, academic and clinician.  Dr. Stanford will continue to shape future 

Speech Language Pathologists into critically thinking, research-minded, culturally competent 

clinicians that we need in the field. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Liz Arginteanu, M.S, CF-SLP 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at : 

ArginteanuE@ChildrensGuild.org or 814-206-6727 

mailto:ArginteanuE@ChildrensGuild.org


Alana C. Gay, M.S., CCC-SLP 
Speech Language Pathologist 
Coastal Healthcare Services 
3801 Connecticut Ave NW Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20008 
 
Howard University  
Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure Committee 
2400 Sixth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20059 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with utmost gratification and pleasure for me to write a letter of support in recommending 
my former professor, clinical supervisor, and research advisor, Dr. Shameka N. Stanford, for the 
Associate Professor position within the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders 
(COSD) at Howard University. I have had the wonderful opportunity to learn and develop 
numerous skills necessary for my current career under the supervision and guidance of Dr. 
Stanford for 2 years during my tenure as a graduate student at Howard.   
 
I have always admired Dr. Stanford’s passion and diligence toward her current and future 
ambitions, as well as her ability to embed real-life experiences into her classroom. I can attest 
that her knowledge in the field of communication sciences and disorders is immeasurable and 
that she strongly desires to continue to build upon her foundation of knowledge through 
providing continued support for her current and future students as Associate Professor. Not 
only is she well informed and educated in numerous areas, Dr. Stanford has had several years 
of professional exposure within the field, working closely with individuals with communication 
disorders and delays. Her passion for what she does keeps her involved in her own education, 
where she is currently working on a study in Forensic Speech Pathology in the inclusion of court 
decisions for minority juveniles, looking at how communication disorders may impact their 
criminal thinking and behavior.  
 
My experiences with Dr. Stanford as a student taught me to think critically and outside of the 
box. Working under her as a graduate clinician compelled me to think clinically, and problem 
solve on my own to learn how to treat communication disorders through direct, hands-on 
experience. Dr. Stanford provided support as needed, however she always encouraged her 
students and clinicians to figure things out on their own. During my time at Howard, I also had 
the opportunity to be Dr. Stanford’s graduate assistant, where I was required to assist her in 
several ways, while conducting research under her advisement for what would later become 
my research project. After conducting research through article reviews and data collection, I 
was able to present my findings in an oral presentation at the National Black Association of 
Speech-Language and Hearing (NBASLH) Convention. After presenting my findings, Dr. Stanford 
further pushed me and encouraged me to publish the article review and research findings in a 
scholarly journal, which we were successfully able to accomplish.  



 
I am confident in Dr. Stanford’s ability and competence in continuing to prepare students for 
careers in communication sciences and disorders as Associate Professor, and I am positive that 
this promotion, if granted, will serve as an asset to all of her accomplishments thus far. If you 
have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alana C. Gay, M.S., CCC-SLP 
Speech-Language Pathologist 
Coastal Healthcare Services 
agay@coastalhealthcare.us 
443-799-1268 
 
 







Letter of Support 

 

March 1, 2018 

 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

This letter comes to you as a letter of support on behalf of Dr. Shameka Stanford. I would like to 

share the experience I had with Dr. Stanford, as her previous student at Howard university, and 

support her in her pursuit of becoming an associate professor. While at Howard, I had the privilege 

of sitting under Dr. Stanford’s tutelage during classroom instructions and through my clinical 

internships. Dr. Stanford has taught me valuable lessons that I cherish and put to use to this day.  

 

As a current Howard University alumnus, from the master’s program of Communication Sciences 

and Disorders, I can say that Dr. Stanford has been a great influence in my educational career while 

at Howard. I have worked with Dr. Stanford in the clinical setting and she has taught me various 

lessons that I continue to apply today, as a working professional in the field of speech pathology. 

One of the lessons she has taught me is the importance of exuding confidence as a professional. 

Interacting with individuals who looked forward to benefitting from my services was quite 

daunting, especially due to my inexperience. However, Dr. Stanford has allowed me to gain self-

assurance in my abilities as a clinician. For one of my clinical practicums, I was offered the 

opportunity to work with students with autism spectrum disorder who were AAC users. During 

that experience, I learned how to adapt to various unplanned situations while remaining focused 

on providing the students with their services and working toward meeting their goals. I also learned 

the importance of individualizing the therapy activities to the students’ needs in order to improve 

their performance. These lessons continue to help me in my professional career today.  

 

In addition, I have been privileged to learn from Dr. Stanford in the classroom setting, where she 

has challenged me to grow and put my knowledge into practice. Dr. Stanford’s teaching style is 

interactive, where discussions take place and she encourages her students to apply critical thinking 

skills by responding to challenging questions. This method of teaching has helped me learn beyond 

the textbooks, while I was a student. As a visual and practical learner, I also appreciate the way 

Dr. Stanford presented us with opportunities to manipulate real materials and participate in clinical 

simulations. This type of teaching enabled me to receive hands-on experience and to place myself 

in the shoe of a speech therapist prior to becoming one. 

 

As previously stated, Dr. Stanford has greatly contributed to my educational career while at 

Howard and has positively influenced me in a multitude of ways. I thoroughly believe that she will 

continue to influence the lives of many more Howard university students who will go on to become 

experienced working professionals, while making a difference in their surroundings.  



Therefore, for these reasons, I would like to support Dr. Stanford in her professional path to 

becoming an associate professor at Howard University.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Suzy Mabiala, M.S. CF-SLP 

Speech Language Pathologist  

Howard University Alumnus c/o ‘17 



To Whom It May Concern,  

 

I am writing in support of Shameka Stanford for the position of Associate Professor. 

Dr.Stanford has had an impact not only in my clinical and professional life but in my personal 

life as well. 

When first starting out in my graduate career I was immediately confronted with 

challenge, high expectations, but most importantly confidence. As a new graduate student my 

clinical experience was limited. Within the first month of school, I was placed under the clinical 

supervision of Dr.Stanford at an adult day program for those with multi-modality disabilities. It 

was there that I was forced to gain trust in myself and my developing skills, not due to lack of 

support, but instead from the overwhelming confidence, drive, and challenge Dr.Stanford 

immediately instilled in me. I was working with a new unfamiliar population, however no matter 

how many times I questioned my skills or abilities I was encouraged and guided through “tough 

love”. At the end of this clinical experience I had more confidence in who I was growing to be as 

a clinician than I thought possible. 

I was lucky enough to remain under the supervision of Dr.Stanford in many different 

capacities throughout the remainder of my graduate school career. With each clinical experience 

brought new obstacles. Despite how many times I tried to take the easy way out or get answers 

handed to me, Dr.Stanford always pushed me to do the research and develop my own solutions 

and treatments individualized to the client. Questions were answered with questions driving me 

to think further and for myself. Without that experience, I wouldn’t be able to have the 

confidence I do now as the head of the speech department in a Skilled Nursing Facility as a 

Clinical Fellow. 

The decision to take a Clinical Fellowship in a facility where I would be the only Speech 

Pathologist and running the department was not an easy one. When presented with this, 

Dr.Stanford was the first person I thought of to help me work through the decision. She 

immediately laid out all of the pros and cons, but with each con, she provided encouragement 

and confidence in me. She ensured me that she would be there for me throughout the experience 



and has not let me down since. Since beginning my Clinical Fellowship, I have continued to 

received confidence in my decisions and skills from Dr.Stanford. 

As I approach the end of my Clinical Fellowship, I am sure that had I begun my speech 

pathology career, both educational and professional, without the support of Dr.Stanford, I would 

have not had the confidence I do now and would not have taken the risks that have brought me to 

where I am at this time. Dr.Stanford has not just made me a more confident and skillful clinician, 

but also has instilled a drive and passion in my professional and personal life. Dr. Stanford 

possess the support, the care, the skills, and the challenge that builds the groundwork for the 

education and professional skills that every great clinician needs to succeed. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Ludwin, M.S, C.F-SLP 



Sheena Newson 

300 Yoakum Parkway 

Alexandria, VA 22304  

(773) 398-5790 

 

March 1, 2018 

 

Gloria-Jean Wallace, PhD, CCC-SLP 

Howard University Department of Communication Sciences & Disorders 

525 Bryant Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20059 

(202) 806-6990 

 

 

Dr. Wallace: 

 

I have known Dr. Shameka Stanford since 2011, initially in the capacity of a graduate student 

teacher’s assistant when she taught the undergraduate course, Introduction to Articulation and 

Language Disorders. We later worked closely together when professor Stanford served in the 

role of graduate student advisor for an independent study course for Dr. Kay T. Payne’s Howard 

University/Prince Georges Public Schools Cultural Competency Project. It was during this time 

that I got to witness her passion for research and technology as it related to the profession of 

speech and language pathology. As a participant in the project I was afforded the opportunity to 

participate in the inaugural Bahamas trip to conduct hearing and language screenings as well as 

hold a parent information session on language development and disorders for the citizens of the 

island at the Seahorse Institute. This trip broadened my perspective on how disabilities are 

viewed and treated in other countries as well as piqued my curiosity about Augmentative and 

Alternative Communication systems. Some of the skills I learned through this experience are 

ones that I still put into practice today with special populations. 

During my time at Howard Dr. Stanford was kind, hardworking, and was always willing to 

expound upon information in the course by adding her real-life experience as a therapist and 

researcher. One of her best qualities, aside from her knowledge base, was her ability to relate to 

students and her availability to answer questions and provide support to them. Since then, she 

has also acted as a mentor and inspiration for what can be achieved with dedication and 

determination. I personally have benefited from working with Dr. Stanford and sincerely hope 

that her efforts as a professor and adviser will be rewarded by being tenured. 



 

Sincerely, 

 
Sheena Newson, M.S., CCC-SLP 



Shantia Richardson, M.S.,CCC-SLP       

315 Swan Way� Vallejo , CA 94589� Phone: 707-731-3992 �   
E-Mail: sorichar09@gmail.com  

Date: February 20  2018  

Howard University  

Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure Committee 
2400 Sixth Street NW 

Washington, DC 20059  

 

Dear Sir/Madame: 

It is my distinct pleasure to write this letter in support of Dr. Shameka N. Stanford who is applying for the Associate 

Professor position at Howard University, in the department of Communication Sciences and Disorders. As a former student 

of Dr. Stanford, I am honored to speak of the role she played in my success while at Howard, as a student and graduate 

clinician. The vital role that Dr. Stanford played is one that continues to impact me in my current position as a school based 

Speech and Language Pathologist.  

As a student in Dr. Stanford’s class she always expected the very best from her students because she refused to accept 

anything less. From the very beginning I knew that Dr. Stanford required excellence and she called for students to rise to the 

occasion. Her style of teaching was one that demonstrated a command for the subject matter, while insuring that students 

fully grasped the different tools and strategies needed to strive in a field such as Speech and Language Pathology. Dr. 

Stanford provided students with real-world experiences and hands on opportunities to put into practice what we learned in 

the classroom. By being provided these hands on opportunities, my confidence as a clinician developed and continues to 

grow as a professional. As a student Dr. Stanford challenged me to hone in on and further develop my analytical skills.  

Outside of the classroom setting, Dr. Stanford was an amazing role model for me. It was a privilege to sit in her office and 

soak up knowledge simply by being in her presence. Although Dr. Stanford was not my clinical supervisor, if ever I ran into 

a case I needed more input on, she was always one of the first individuals I would seek out for expertise. Dr. Stanford would 

task me with the duty of discovering the answers for myself, she would guide me towards answers, but never did she give me 

the answer. I did not fully understand it at the time, but now I am aware that she was preparing me for life outside of 

graduate school. The knowledge I gained from Dr. Stanford will continue to carry me through my professional and personal 

experiences.  

In closing, I highly support Dr. Stanford without the slightest reservation as she seeks this position as Associate Professor. I 

know that she will be a blessing to every student that has the pleasure of encountering her. The knowledge that she will 

impart to future students will benefit them for years to come. If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact 

me.  

Sincerely, 

Shantia Richardson, M.S., CCC-SLP  

Shantia Richardson, M.S., CCC-SLP  
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